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We explore five
of the city’s top
on-the-rise areas.
Doyou live in one
of them?




Thanks to Philly’s EgoPo,
legendary playwright John
Guare finally sees all three
parts of his epic Lydie Breeze

staged together. By David Fox

JOHN GUARE IS one of our
great playwrights—but also one
of the hardest to categorize. If
you know him from The House
of Blue Leaves or Six Degrees of
Separation (which became a film
starring Philly boy Will Smith
in 1993), you'll have a sense
of his brilliantly idiosyncratic
structures, the wit and pith
of his dialogue and his ability
to bring characters to life. But
he wrote many other plays,
covering a wide range of styles
and topics, that are not
produced nearly as often as
they should be.

So, hats off to EgoPo, which
is pulling off the theatrical
coupofthe Philly theater
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season: mounting Guare’s Lydie
Breezetrilogy, a fascinating
historical panoramaofan
American utopiansociety. Even
better, Guare will be working with
thecompany asthey remount
and revise these works, which
hebegan 35S yearsagoand has
never seenstaged all together.
Distinguished composer Cynthia
Hopkinsisalso involved.

Director Lane Savadove

k.

says hewasdrawn to Lydie
Breezebecausethethree-part
productionisdifferentinscale
fromanythinghe'dreadin
Americantheater. “[The plays
are|alsodifferent from Guare’s
otherworks. They'reepic, but
also personal. There’sareal
lyricismtothem. Weseean
evolution of American historyon
multiplelevels.”

And howdiditcometobethat
Guareisinvolved? “I worked with
himnearly 20yearsagoatthe
Guthrie Theater [in Minneapolis],
and atthattimeIread everything
ofhisIcould find. When
expressed an interestindoing
thetrilogy together, he said, ‘If
youcanmakeit happen, they're
yours.” We've been committed to
iteversince. Itjusttook 16 years
toget the funding!”

Guare, responding by email,
i1sobviouslyexcited about the

project, too. “Ineverthought I'd
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see my three Lydie Breeze plays
performed together in one fell
swoop as alwaysintended, but
thenlhadn’tcountedonthe
bravado, skilland daring of EgoPo
and Lane Savadove. Formeto
reexaminethese playstracingthe
livesofagroup of youngdreamers
from 1865to 1895inthelight of
todayis aplaywright’sdream.
Having seen Lane’s gorgeous
production of The Seagull,1
know Lydie Breezeisinthebest
ofhands.”

Lydie Breeze will be presented
inthree partsoverthe span
of five months, with the first
taking place January 31 through
February 11.Youcanseethem
pieceby pieceortakeinthe
wholeshebang during a string of
marathonsin April and May.
-> The Lydie Breeze trilogy is at Christ Church
Neighborhood House (20 N American St:
267-273-1414,egopo.org) Jan 31-May 6.
$25-$32.

Find more theater news at timeout.com/philadelphia/theater.
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The shows_ to watch out
for this season

My Fair Lady

Thissmall company has

done some fine, often very
imaginativeworkinitshome
base, a wonderfully atmospheric
former movietheater. They
specializein classical theater—so
My Fair Ladyisbothintheir
wheelhouse and an intriguing
stretch. They’ll use thecharming
two-pianoversionthatwasa

big Chicago hit notlongago, so
expect the production tobe full of
interestingtouches.

- Quintessence Theatre, 7137 Germantown
Ave (215-987-4450, quintessencetheatre.
org). Through Dec 17: Wed-Fri at 7:30pm; Sat
2,7:30pm; Sun at 3pm. $18-$40.

Philadelphia Chamber
Music Society
PCMSisalwaysagreatbet—

and an amazing bargain! This
season pay special attention to
theirvocal recitalists, an out-
of-the-box groupincluding
Barbara Hannigan, a sensational
contemporary music specialist
heard hereinthe musicof Berg,
Wolf, Zemlinsky and more (Nov
21).Bel cantodivaoftheday
Angela Meadebeltsoutariasand
songs from Handel to Beethoven
toMahler(Jan 7).

- Kimmel Center, 300 S Broad St (215-569-
8080, pcmsconcerts.org). Various dates and
times; $25-$30.

Eugene Onegin
Tchaikovsky’s most-celebrated
operahashad somestellar
international productionsin
major housesinrecentyears, But
it'srareandspecial tohavethe
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chancetoseeand hearit—withan
orchestra—inanintimate setting
likethe Prince Theater.

=» Prince Theater, 1412 Chestnut St (215-
893-5252, curtis.edu). Nov 16-19: Thu-Sat at
7:30pm, Sun at 2:30pm; $25-$50.

Haydn’s Seasons
It'salwaysaneventwhenthe
Philadelphia Orchestra’sadored
musicdirector, Yannick Nézet-
Séguin, takestothe podium.
Butthe maestro has aspecial
affinity forlarge-scalechoral
works, which he has consistently
conducted with great success.
Thisyearit’s Haydn’s Seasons, a
glorious spring-to-winter survey,
about which Nézet-Séguin says:
“Haydn puteverything he had
intothatscore.”

- Kimmel Center, 300 S Broad St (215-
893-1999, philorch.org). Nov 16-18: Thu at
7:30pm, Fri at 2pm, Sat at 8pm; $56-$101.

A Christmas Carol

Onereasontoseethisis, of course,
the show—a family favorite that’s
beenaperennial hit for Hedgerow
fortwodecades. Buttheother
bigselling pointisthe venue:
You'd be hard-pressedtofinda
more charmingtheater than this
tiny jewel-box space, brimming
with history. Anenchantinglittle
gardenisalsoon the property.
Ifallofthatisn’tagreatwayto
jump-start your Christmas spirit,
maybe nothing will.

-> Hedgerow Theatre, 64 Rose Valley Rd (610-
565-4211, hedgerowtheatre.org). Nov 24-

Dec 24 atvarious times; $20-$35.

This Is the Week That Is
Canwelaugh at politics?

What choice dowe have? For
12 years, TITWTIhasbeena
holiday crowd-pleaser. And
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Theater & Dance

though details about the show
are sketchy at presstime (it
capitalizes on up-to-the-minute
topicality) you'resuretobein
good hands with the funny folks
0of 1812 Production’sensemble—
including company doyenne
Jennifer Childs, whose character
Patsyalwaysbringsdown

the house.

=> Plays & Players Theatre, 1714 Delancey Pl
(215-592-9560, 1812productions.org).

Nov 24-Dec 31 at various times; $28-$45.

Company

Everyyear, 11th Hourdoesone
fully staged production, butthe
company is equally celebrated for
itsvibrant concert performances,
which regularly feature some of
Philadelphia’sup-and-coming
singer-actors. Thistimeit’s
Stephen Sondheim’s Company,

a breathtakingly sleek study of
couplesin New York atthedawn

ofthe 1970s—one ofthe defining
theater works of its time.

= The Drake, 302 S Hicks St (267-987-9865,
11thhourtheatrecompany.org). Dec 1-3: Fri,
Satat8pm; Sun at 3pm. $15-$30.

George Balanchine’s

The Nutcracker

What's Christmas without
Tchaikovsky’sgloriousballet?
Many choreographersand
companies have tackled it, but
thegrandest and most celebrated
remains George Balanchine’s
version, which he did for New
York City Ballet, Ourown
Pennsylvania Ballet has many
tiesto Balanchine, and its version
isterrific: Multiple dancersare
featured duringthe run, butno
matter which cast youget, you'll
see afine performance.

-> Academy of Music, 240 S Broad St (215-
893-1999, paballet.org). Dec 8-31 at various
times; $20-$1089.

An Evening of

Russian Romances

A concert program of Russian
romancesisrecommendation
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enough—it’'samarvelous
repertoire, likelytoinclude
gorgeous songs by Tchaikovsky,
Rachmaninoffand others.

But asloyal followers ofthe
Academy of Vocal Arts know, this
conservatory has an exceptional
trackrecord of producingsome
majoroperastars—itsalums
include Joyce DiDonato, Stephen
Costelloand Angela Meade, so
chancesare good that you'll catch
arisingstar.

- Academy of Vocal Arts, 1920 Spruce St
(215-735-1685, avaopera.org). Dec 12, 14 at
7:30pm; $10-$25.

Bad Dates

Theresa Rebeck hasaknack for
combining contemporaryissues,
asassy pop sensibilityand atouch
of mordent social satire. She won
many fans for life as the creator

of NBC’s Smash, but morethan
that, she’sanaccomplished and
prolific playwright. Surelyjustthe
title of this single-character work
will resonate with many women.
Alsointhepluscolumn? The
beleaguered butbuoyant heroine
isplayed here by the very funny
Karen Peakes.

- Actll Playhouse, 56 E Butler Ave (215-654-
0200, act2.org). Dec 12-31 at various times;
$27-$38.

Morning’s at Seven

Paul Osborn’slovely slice-of-
American-family-life playisa
time-tested audience favorite.
[ttakestwo things to make it
work—atrueensemble and four
wonderful, mature actors forthe
leadingroles. Itshould have both
at People’s Light. The company
isareal actingcollective,and
Carla Belver, Alda Cortese, Janis
Dardaris and Marcia Saunders are
asensational team of principals.
- People’s Light, 39 Conestoga Rd (610-
644-3500, peopleslight.org). Jan 10-Feb 4 at
various times. $34-54.

Passing Strange

Adecade ago, singer-songwriter
Stew created thisodd work: a
loose autobiography told through
music in collaboration with Heidi
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Rodewald and Annie Dorsen.
The piece wasan immediate

cult hit, but probablydeserved a
longer run on Broadway. Itsedgy
sensibility, abstract construction
and international feel should
ideallysuitthe Wilma, whereit
receivesits first major revival,
helmed by director Tea Alagic.

- The Wilma Theater, 265 S Broad St (215-
546-7824, wilmatheater.org). Jan 10-Feb 18
atvarious times; $10-$30.

Copenhagen

“Whydid hecometo
Copenhagen?” Thisseemingly
innocentquestion launches
Michael Frayn’s cerebral and nail-
bitingly tense three-character
historical drama. The stakes
could hardly be higher, as atomic
physicists Niels Bohrand Werner
Heisenberg meetto potentially
determinethe future ofthe
world. Lantern’s intimate setting
isideal forthis conversation-
driven piece, and the theater
hasafinecompanyonhand:
Charles McMahon, Sally Mercer
and Paul L. Nolan, under Kittson
O’Neill’sdirection.

- Lantern Theater, 923 Ludlow St (215-829-
0395, lanterntheater.org). Jan 11-Feb 11 at
various times; $15-$39.

A Doll’'s House

Intheater historyterms, the
shuttingdoor attheend of A

Doll’s Housewas the sound heard
around theworld in 1879.
Henrik Ibsen’s classic play about
amarriagetested byasudden
crisisstill feelsrelevant, even
radical. (Indeed, earlier this
year, playwright Lucas Hnath
had abighit with his “sequel” on
Broadway.) Arden’s production
featuresa promisingcast,
including Akeem Davis, Joilet
Harris and Scott Greer.

=> Arden Theatre, 40 N 2nd St (215-922-1122,
ardentheatre.org). Jan 11-Feb 25 at various
times; $15-$52,

L.A. Dance Project

The University of Pennsylvania’s
performing arts center has new
management and aninvigorated
mission. Prominent thisseason
isavisitfromtheL.A.Dance
Project, a five-year-old collective
company already making major
waves inthe dance world. The
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BalletX isa Philadelphia
phenomenon, having put
on 60 world premieres by
major choreographersthat
blend classical ballet with
contemporary dance. Their
fall series brings back this
fave,ahypnotic meditation
on aging by choreographer
Nicolo Fonte.

=> The Wilma Theater, 265 S Broad St
(215-546-7824, balletx.org). Nov 29-
Dec 10: Wed-Fri at 8pm; Sat 2, 8pm; Sun
at2pm. $25-$50.

programat Annenbergincludes | occurringsimultaneouslyontwo | highonthelistofsignificant | and often delightful Idiopathic
works by two of the hottest  floorsofanapartment)andgreat | local companies.Onehallmark | Ridiculopathy Consortium has
choreographersaround:Justin | acting. Walnut Street hasthe | isthe company’s focus on social ‘ made a specialty of producing
Peck (Murder Ballades)and LADP | necessaryscenicresourcesand and political activism; another important works that few others
cofounder Benjamin Millepied - anextraordinarycastwith some isitscommitmenttosupport | willtouch. Artisticdirector Tina
(Sarabande). ! of Philly’sbestactors, including | local writers, directorsand Brock has a particular knack
= Annenberg Center for the Performing - Mary Martello and Greg Wood. | actors. The Revolutionists, | with 20th-century French plays
Arts, 3680 Walnut St (215-898-3900, - Walnut Street Theatre, 825 Walnut St ' anew piece that focuseson ofthe symbolist/absurdist/
annenbergcenter.org). Jan 12, 13 Fri at 8pm, (215-574-3550, walnutstreettheatre.org). Jan | four womeninthe French . oddball variety. Jean Anouilh’s
Sat at 2pm; $30-$57. 16-Mar 4 atvarious times; $20-$87. ' Revolution—with resonance ' Time Remembered—performed
| | forourowntroubled times— ‘ 60 years agoon Broadway—isa
The Humans | ____ | should berightup Theatre | perfumy, evocative adult fairy
Stephen Karam'sgorgeous S | Horizon’s alley. ' tale with a poignant message.

play—afamilydramawith -> Theatre Horizon, 401 DeKalb St (610-283- | Itshould be a great fit for this

supernatural overtones—won | SN | 2230, theatrehorizon.org). Feb 1-25 atvarious | imaginative group.
the 2016 Tony and was a Pulitzer ! times; $25-$35. = Walnut Street Theatre Studio 5,825
finalist as well as a major New The Revolutionists | Walnut St (idiopathicridiculopathy
ork hit. This show demands Within the past couple of years, Time Remembered ' consortium.org). Feb 6-Mar 4 atvarious
irtuosostagecraft (there’saction | Theatre Horizon has putitself Thesmall, humorouslynamed | times; $15.

December 15, 2017 —March 25. 2018

To celebrate four decades of contemporary art and innovation,
The Fabric Workshop and Museum presents the first major survey
of its collection of Artist Boxes, paired with finished works from
the permanent collection.

The Fabric Workshop and Museum

a ™ § & K] 5 &
---------- 1214 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107
www.fabricworkshopandmuseum.org K W 8B @fabricworkshop
3@ credit: Do-Ho Suh, Artist Box contents: prototypes and fabric samples for Paratrooper Il installation,
JU5. Monofilament, resin, nylon, poly organza, stainless steel armature. Photo by Carlos Avendano, 2017
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